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men were the conscripts of 1806 who had, owing to their
premature enrolment, already undergone a year's training.
Many of the troops had been with Napoleon in his earlier
campaigns and in Egypt, very many had been at Ulm and
Austerlitz, the majority had just emerged from the brilliant
campaign of Jena. They were now preparing for a renewed
war against fresh enemies; the hardest task that an ferny
can undertake.* Even these hardened and enthusiastic
warriors contemplated with dread the prospect of a fresh
winter campaign in an inhospitable and difficult country,
and Napoleon was often remonstrated with, as he rode
alongside of his men, for insisting on their advance into
Poland.f To such complaints he would reply with the
rough jests which his veterans loved to hear from him, and
with promises to give them rest as soon as he possibly
could. In action, the infantry was still splendid, and did
not as yet require to be formed in deep columns of many
battalions, such as was Macdonald's at Wagram, three years
later.

The cavalry were excellent and well mounted, though,
in the latter respect, they fell short of many of the Russian
cavalry regiments.

The artillery was highly trained and invariably made
good practice.

Of the French soldier generally, Joniini makes Napoleon
say, " My soldiers are as brave as it is possible to be, but they
argue too much. If they had the impassible firmness and the
docility of the Russians the world would not be great enough

* " The most difficult task that can be imposed upon an army is to enter on
a second campaign, against fresh enemies, immediately after one in which its
moral energies have been partially consumed. Fortunate as Napoleon's
operations against the Prussians and tho Saxons in the autumn of 1806 had
been, they all the same came to a standstill 'when, in the winter, he encountered
the Russians and the corps of General von Lestocq, which had not previously
been in action " (Nation in Arms, p. 335).

t "Our soldiers were less satisfied; they showed a lively repugnance to
cross the Vistula. Misery, the winter, the bad weather, had inspired them with
an extreme aversion for this country " (Ea$p> p, 118).